
Minutes of Meeting of 

Argenta-Oreana Public Library District 

Board of Trustees 

September 24, 2012 at Oreana 

 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 pm by Board Treasurer, Marsha Ferguson. Library board 

members present were Matt Honnold, Dorothy Morsch and Doris McKay.  Absent were Board 

President, John White and board member, Ron Ioerger. Also in attendance were Julia Welzen, 

Library Director, and member of the public, Kevin Metsker.  

 

The board reviewed the minutes from the August 27th meeting. Dorothy Morsch moved that the 

August 27th minutes be approved, and Matt Honnold seconded the motion. The motion passed 

with all ayes. 

 

In public comments, Kevin Metsker, reported to the board on the problems encountered in 

attempting to connect the Argenta Library to the sewer system and answered questions regarding 

the board’s options with regard to how best to correct the problems and possible additional costs 

associated with correcting the connection problems. After making his report, Kevin Metsker left 

the meeting. 

 

In correspondence, Board Secretary, Doris McKay, had board members sign a letter of thanks to 

former board Vice-President, Roger Jebe. She also reported that she had sent letters of 

notification to Anne Craig, Director of the Illinois State Library; Stephen Bean, Macon County 

Clerk and Dana Smith, Dewitt County Clerk. Julia reported that Michelle Earles had shown some 

interest in joining the board, but had not yet submitted an application. 

 

The board reviewed the August bill list. Matt Honnold asked about check #7881 to Paul’s 

Mowing, Julia indicated that it was for three months mowing. Matt asked about check #7886 to 

Romer Brothers. Julia indicated that it was for the trimming of the Hawthorn tree at Argenta. 

Matt asked about the two charges from Orkin on the credit card. Julia indicated that were for the 

emergency services to each of the buildings. She also indicated that portions of those bills would 

be credited toward the bi-monthly serves. Matt Honnold moved and Dorothy Morsch seconded 

the motion that the bills be approved. The motion passed with all ayes.  

 

The board reviewed the Bookkeeper’s reports. Julia indicated that the Bookkeeper would make 

the board requested changes to the financial reports in next month’s reports. Dorothy Morsch 

moved and Doris McKay seconded the motion that the reports be approved. The motion passed 

with all ayes. 

 

The board reviewed the August Treasurer’s report. Marsha indicated that it balanced with the 

bank and the Bookkeeper’s reports and that check #7666 issued to Decatur Public Library on 

12/6/2011 had been voided. Julia indicated that the patron had returned the item the day after the 

check was issued and that Decatur had destroyed the check. Dorothy Morsch moved and Matt 

Honnold seconded the motion that the report be approved. The motion passed with all ayes. 

 



Julia Welzen, Director, reported the circulation figures for August 2012 were down from August 

2011. Library on the Go checkouts remain steady. May, Cocagne, and King will conduct the 

financial review on Tuesday, September 25
th

. Julia reported that McGuire, Yuhas, Huffman & 

Buckley, were completing the Annual Financial Report (Comptroller’s Report) and the Annual 

Treasurer’s Report. Josh Lanter will no longer be able to shovel snow at the Argenta Library, so 

another option will need to be found. Julia will attend the Illinois Library Association 

Conference in Peoria on October 10
th

. The library was featured on the IHLS Plinkit Tips 

newsletter as a model of managing the Board of Trustees section well and in compliance with the 

Open Meetings Act. Julia requested that board members be sure to complete the OMA training 

prior to the December meeting, so that the certificates can be filed. Julia agreed to send out the 

link to the training again. Julia represented the library at the Friends of Argenta community 

breakfast, providing information of the library databases, cards and government information 

available at the library.   

 

In new business, the board reviewed changes to the Borrowing and Library Services Policy to 

include e-Readers. E-Readers will be available for 3 weeks with no renewal and the late fee will 

be $5 per day. There will be no grace period and the date reference to the grace period will be 

removed from the policy. The library will model the e-Reader agreement on the one used at Mt. 

Zion PLD. The first e-Readers will be purchased after 10/22/2012. Doris McKay moved and 

Matt Honnold seconded motion that the changes to the Borrowing and Library Services Policy 

be approved. The motion passed with all ayes. 

 

Julia reported that the answers to A-O PLD IPLAR which Julia had completed in the old system 

were transferred into the new system, so Julia has completed the IPLAR and needs only to 

review her responses before submitting it to the Illinois State Library.  

 

Julia is finishing the Per Capita Grant for FY2013. The Per Capita Grant funds will be used for 

programming (Summer Reading, LEGOs and an Art program), as well as materials for children, 

young adults and large print collections. 

 

Julia indicated that she has interviewed two candidates for the new part-time position and that 

the applicants were very well qualified.  

 

The finance committee will meet to discuss the Levy Ordinance on Monday, October 1, 2012 at 

5 pm at the Oreana Library.  

 

Doris McKay moved and Dorothy Morsch seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:45 

p.m. The motion passed with all ayes.  

 

The next regular board meeting will be Monday, October 22nd at 4:30 p.m. at Oreana.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

Doris J. McKay, Secretary 


